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Your opinions are needed. Got a strong opinion about the bailouts? Hot about runaway federal spending? Want more choice in education? Want to reign in the Fed? Want to repeal Obamacare? Want to support a flat tax? Climate change getting you hot? Want to put a lid on Cap and Trade?

This is a call for your suggestions for resolutions for the 2012 caucuses. Caucus day is February 7, 2012.

There are three sources of resolutions:
1. The caucus “starter packet.” The purpose of the caucus packet is to be a starting point for discussion, not a comprehensive list of all possible resolutions. As such, the caucus packet must necessarily be limited in scope (less than a dozen). The resolutions in this packet will be chosen to appeal to the mainstream of Republican ideals.
a. This packet will be prepared by the Resolutions Committee.
b. Any Republican registered in Boulder County is welcome to submit suggestions, or even to be on the Resolutions Committee.
c. This is NOT the place to grind an axe on a singleton issue.
d. If you submit a resolution and it is not chosen for the starter packet, you are still encouraged to submit it via either of the other two approaches.
e. The “starter packet” will need to be finalized by late December in order to allow for printing and stuffing of caucus packets at the January Executive Committee meeting.
2. Submission and passage of a new resolution at caucus
a. Any caucus participant may offer resolutions.
b. Your resolution must PASS in at least ten precincts, in substantially similar form, to be considered at county assembly. So, plan ahead; get several others to submit the identical resolution at their caucus in Boulder County.
c. If you expect your resolution to be fairly controversial, this is your best option.
3. Submission of a new resolution on the day of the county assembly
a. You will need to get the signatures of at least ten delegates representing at least ten separate precincts.
b. Arrive early on assembly day to get your signatures. There will be a mid-morning deadline for submission of resolution with signatures.
c. Expose your resolution, in advance, to as many sets of eyeballs and brains as you can in order to work out unforeseen kinks in your resolution.


 It is important to realize what the resolutions are, and are not.  As one of the few remaining states with a caucus system still alive, we have a unique opportunity to allow grassroots ideals to be expressed in neighborhood meetings via the resolution process.
Resolutions are NOT part of the GOP party platform. Interestingly, although the National  GOP has an official party platform, the Colorado Republican Party does NOT have an official party platform. Our platform is embodied in the candidates we select. Nonetheless, resolutions will be discussed at caucus; successful resolutions will be discussed at county assembly; successful resolutions at county will go on to state.

Tips for writing good resolutions:
1. Resolutions are not legislation. You do not have to write in legalese.
2. Resolutions should be clear and concise. Complex, comprehensive issues might be best addressed with several separate resolutions to address aspects of a complex problem. A good example is comprehensive immigration reform. At the last assembly, several resolutions on immigration tried to deal with the entire problem in a single resolution. None of them passed, whereas some of them might well have had enough support to pass if they had separated and isolated the issues more succinctly.
3. Expose your resolution to as many eyes as possible before presenting it at caucus or assembly. That will give you a chance to discover unintended flaws in the resolution.
4. Feel free to write explanatory information in support of your resolution, but do not make it a part of the actual resolution. If the resolution needs a lot of background explanation, you are fighting an uphill battle.
5. Remember this is for the Republican caucuses. A resolution in favor of Obamacare, gun control, and higher taxes will not fare well.

In this early stage of the process, you may have some ideas for resolutions that are not yet in full bloom. Feel free to submit a general statement of your idea and I will help you frame it into a resolution with the best chance of passage. Whether I support your idea or not, I will still be glad to help you in the presentation of your resolution.

Feel free to pass this solicitation to other Republicans in Boulder County who may not be on my list.

If you want your idea considered for the caucus packet, please respond as soon as possible. Resolutions, or ideas for resolutions, may be submitted to any member of the Resolutions Committee. You can even self-nominate your way onto the Resolutions Committee and thus be involved in discussions of the resolutions in the development stage.

Chairman Resolutions Committee
Drew Clark
1707 Carlson Avenue
Erie CO 80516
303-828-1356
drewclark1@comcast.net

Sample resolutions from prior years available upon request.
